
RICHARD: Over the past several days we have come across some interesting bits of 

information. 

 

KIRAN: Please share. 

 

RICHARD: Your executive staff is very slippery and have been less than cooperative.  

 

KIRAN: Some pills are harder to swallow. 

 

RICHARD: That seems to be the general reaction. Let me reiterate that we will find 

the information we need regardless of whether your staff will cooperate 

with us or not. I suggest that you encourage them to be as accommodating 

as possible.  

 

KIRAN: I‟ll relay the message. 

 

RICHARD: Have you spoken to your executive team in Mumbai? 

 

KIRAN: Briefly. I spoke to our Treasurer, Mr. Narayan, made him aware of the 

investigation shortly after I met with you.  

 

RICHARD: And how did he take it? 

 

KIRAN: Take what? 

 

RICHARD: Was it a hard pill to swallow? 

 

KIRAN: He understands the issue and is preparing our staff appropriately.  

 

RICHARD: I‟m not so sure he is Kiran. 

 

KIRAN: What do you mean? 

 

RICHARD: My counterpart in New Dehli called him at his University to set up a 

meeting only to be hung up on. 

 

KIRAN: Impossible. 

 

RICHARD: It‟s true. So he called him back. Mr. Narayan told him he‟d have to meet 

with his staff and would get back to him. It has been almost two weeks 

since then and still no word. 

 

KIRAN: Richard, two weeks is not that much time when you consider we‟re 

running fifty different programs at just as many different locations. It‟s 

nothing. Akaash is a very busy person. He has a day-job in addition to 



this. You can‟t expect people to bring their lives to a screeching halt just 

because the U.S. suddenly wants to clean up other people‟s backyards. 

 

RICHARD: We‟re not asking for a halt to everyone‟s life, simply a small amount of 

time in the interest of transparency.  

 

KIRAN: So what are these interesting bits of information? 

 

RICHARD: Your Treasurer, Mr. Narayan, has a police record in Mumbai. Were you 

aware of that?  

 

KIRAN: No, from when? 

 

RICHARD: 1983 

 

KIRAN: Ha! So that would make him about twenty-five. You guys are really 

digging deep. What was the charge? 

 

RICHARD: Aggravated assault and disturbing the peace. He was part of a mob riot 

according to the notes. From the description it seems it was a Hindu-

Muslim conflict. 

 

KIRAN: No, I wasn‟t aware of this. But how is this relevant? 

 

RICHARD: It‟s relevant because you have someone making crucial financial decisions 

on behalf of your non-profit who might harbor hatred towards people of 

another faith.  

 

KIRAN: Hatred? I wouldn‟t go so far as to call it hatred. Hindu-Muslim tensions 

are always taut and young men around that age are easily provoked. You‟d 

have yourself quite a long roster if you were going to find every person 

involved in one of those riots.  

 

RICHARD: Would you fall into that roster? 

 

KIRAN: No. Self-preservation kept me away from those scrums.  

 

RICHARD: Nevertheless, you cannot be sure Mr. Narayan was merely moved by a 

mob‟s passion at the time.  He is certainly no benevolent saint of the 

people.  

 

KIRAN: Richard, if I began an investigation into this country‟s lawmakers and their 

background I don‟t think my findings would be much different. 

 

RICHARD: Yes, but… 

 



KIRAN: No, you listen to me. The United States has one of the longest known 

histories of institutionalized racial abuse. You can‟t tell me all those men 

on Capitol Hill have squeaky-clean records. 

 

RICHARD: That is completely irrelevant. 

 

KIRAN: It is not irrelevant! Forgive me if I‟m being blunt Mr. Andrews, but it is 

very relevant. Forty years ago, many of those men on Capitol Hill were 

happy to harass blacks, uphold segregation and climb the social ladders 

stepping on their backs. And what‟s more it was virtually legal! We have 

had our problems in India and most of them have been contested and 

played out for the world to see. If you‟re using this exercise to strong-arm 

hardworking people- people who have grown up over the years and now 

give back to society…  

 

RICHARD: Those aren‟t my intentions at all. This exercise is to root out organizations 

that are taking advantage of the system. And to do that, yes, we‟ll need to 

dig up, scrutinize and cross-examine.  

 

KIRAN: Why not make it a two-way street then? Why shouldn‟t India pass a bill 

that allows it to examine how money is being spent here? What you‟re 

asking for is one-sided transparency.  

 

RICHARD: No, not at all. Millions of U.S. dollars, earned here by naturalized citizens 

like you, are flying into unknown hands for indecipherable purposes.  

 

KIRAN: And millions of tax dollars here are being used for indecipherable 

purposes. If I pay the government taxes and I have no idea what the 

money is being spent on, what gives you the right to know how my money 

is being spent in another country?  

 

RICHARD: Trust. As a citizen, you entrust yourself to your government.  

 

KIRAN: And I consider this an abuse of that trust. And what‟s more an abuse of my 

tax dollars! My own money is paying you so that you can come here and 

harass me about my money!  

 

RICHARD: Mr. Deshpande, what do you want me to do?  

 

KIRAN: All I know is we haven‟t been the problem for the past fifty years and 

now, all of a sudden, we‟re the ones under suspicion. 

 

RICHARD: Who do you mean by „we‟? 

 

KIRAN: I mean Hindus. You realize you‟re on the wrong side of the fence don‟t 

you? My organization does not engage in any religious fanaticism nor 



does it seek conflict with other fanatics. Go begin an investigation on all 

the mosques in the tri-state area and maybe you‟ll have better luck.  

 

RICHARD: This isn‟t about what side of the fence you‟re on. It‟s about a law that 

applies to everyone. The gears are moving this process ahead. Greasing 

them would make this less tedious. 

 

KIRAN: At what cost? 

 

RICHARD: I can‟t predict that. What I can say is that I did go on your website. It is 

remarkable what you have accomplished in so little time and it leads me to 

believe you are essentially good people.  

 

KIRAN: So can you give us the benefit of the doubt if need be? 

 

RICHARD: Not necessarily. Giving people the benefit of the doubt is the bad habit we 

are trying to break here. What I can promise, and what you can be rest 

assured I will do, is find everyway to have you carry on the good work 

you‟re doing.                          

 

KIRAN: You can‟t do much. You‟re only one gear in this machine.  

 

<Blackout> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scene 7. 

 

<Lights up on AKAASH’s office, the scene of the break-in. AKAASH, PRAVEEN, and  

TWO DETECTIVES dressed in the typical khaki uniforms of Indian policemen are  

standing amidst strewn papers and general disarray>. 

 

DET 1: Do you have watchmen on duty for each floor? 

 

PRAVEEN: No, at night it‟s only the one at the ground floor.  

 

DET 2: We don‟t have much to go on because the cameras were broken.  

 

 PRAVEEN: However you can help us officer. Please.  

 

AKAASH: If we need to contact you with anything more, give us your mobile no? 

 



DET 1:  Of course. Here‟s my card <DETECTIVE 1 & 2 hand him their cards>. 

 

DET 2: We will need to get our electronic crimes officer on this case to see if your 

files can be restored. In the meantime, put together a list of all the 

documents you think were taken and we can begin to piece things 

together. Namaste <They shake hands. Exit DETECTIVES>. 

 

AKAASH: This was a bad idea. 

 

PRAVEEN: We had no other choice. 

 

AKAASH: What if they‟re able to find out who did it? How do you know this won‟t 

backfire? 

 

PRAVEEN: I don‟t know. 

 

AKAASH: This isn‟t fair to us. Kiran left the door open for those thugs.  

 

PRAVEEN: And he turned his back on them at the same time.  

 

AKAASH: Throwing money at problems was his quick fix. “Give them a carrot”, he 

would say. Some stupid political saying he picked up in the States. He 

forgot we‟re dealing with snakes. Feed a snake enough times and soon you 

become the food.  

 

PRAVEEN: This would never be happening if BJP was in office. 

 

AKAASH: It was bound to happen.  

 

PRAVEEN: Nonsense. Congress is trying to set an example after these attacks.  

 

AKAASH: This is the best the R.S.S could do? Stage a robbery? 

 

PRAVEEN: What else would you have done? We were pressed for time. 

 

AKAASH: I still think there‟s time to just work something out with them.  

 

PRAVEEN: Absolutely not. If the wrong people get air of this it‟s our lives on the line 

Akaash. Do you understand? We have families. Akaash bhai, „[in Hindi] 

this is crazy-talk‟. Let‟s try and stay calm. Now there‟s time to maneuver. 

We should get him on the phone and tell him how things are. Now it‟s his 

turn to lie. <Lights down>. 



Scene 8 

 

<Lights up on KIRAN and RADHA sitting in the DESHPANDE living room to a cup of 

coffee.> 

 

RADHA: Did you and mom have problems getting into this country? 

 

KIRAN: No. Back then it was a different. Especially for people of our  

background; we came from the top schools, top ranked so companies here  

were sponsoring us to come to the States. 

 

RADHA: Fatima is top rank I think. I just think none of this is her fault and she‟s the 

one suffering for it the most. Why don‟t they just issue her the visa instead 

of making her jump through all the hoops all over again? 

 

KIRAN: Then there would be a lot of people out of work at the INS. Not many 

people are special enough for the INS to say, “Ok, just this once we‟ll let 

you go.” Especially when your name is „Ahmed‟ it‟s an automatic red 

flag. That‟s why your mother and I made sure you were delivered here. 

Naana wanted you to be delivered in India so she could care for her new 

granddaughter. But at the risk of having an angry mother-in-law, I insisted 

that your mother be here with me when you were born so you would be a 

U.S. citizen. No one can give you problems about whether you belong to 

this country. 

 

RADHA: Well, now I can get problems because I belong to this country. 

 

KIRAN: What do you mean?  

 

RADHA: Dad, everyone everywhere hates Americans if you haven‟t noticed.  

 

KIRAN: That‟s all blown out of proportion. The same people that burn Bush  

pictures in those protests would just as easily drop out of their parade and  

come to study here. When the leadership in America fails you‟ll see the 

backlash from other countries. That shows you how special America is 

because everyone expects better from us. Do you see Americans up in 

arms here when there‟s a dictator killing thousands of people in Africa? 

No, because those countries don‟t set the example. We do. That passport 

you have is still special. It cost me a lifetime of dealing with Angry Naana 

so don‟t go around trashing your citizenship.  

 

RADHA: I‟m not trashing it. I don‟t know. When I see what‟s happening in the 

news and it‟s obvious our taxes basically turn into blood money, I feel 

somewhat responsible. It‟s a dirty feeling.  

 

KIRAN: You don‟t even pay taxes. That liberal college is brainwashing you.  



 

RADHA: I would draw the same conclusions at any college.  

 

KIRAN: Keep drawing conclusions and you‟ll end up like your boyfriend with a 

degree in philosophy and no work.  

 

RADHA: Shut up Dad.  

 

KIRAN: Array, I was only kidding! <phone rings. As KIRAN answers it lights 

come up on the opposite side of the stage discovering AKAASH and 

PRAVEEN>. 

 

 Hello.  

 

AKAASH: Kiran bhai, it‟s Akaash here with Praveen.  

 

KIRAN: Oh ha, Namaste ji. Late night at the office? 

 

AKAASH: Ha, we actually need to talk with you about this audit business. Are you 

busy? 

 

KIRAN: No, no. Hold on one second. Radha, can you give me a few minutes? It‟s a 

business call. 

 

RADHA: Sure <Exit RADHA>. 

 

KIRAN: Bolo [tell me].  

 

AKAASH: There‟s no other way to say this so I‟ll just get it over with so we can think 

of what to do next. 

 

KIRAN: Okay… 

 

AKAASH: We had to take some measures to avoid the audit here.  

 

KIRAN: Why?  

 

AKAASH: Bear with me. Our relationship with R.S.S. has become quite complex 

these past two years. We continued to pay them nominal fees for 

construction and land access. You know that.  

 

KIRAN: Yes. We always reported that.  

 

AKAASH: But, last year they came to us asking for money and explicitly said this 

had to be under the table, off the books. Now if we had said no, then it 



would‟ve created another set of problems with them. Our projects would 

have virtually stalled to a stop. 

 

KIRAN: What was it for? How much was it? 

 

AKAASH: An unspecified business venture. They wouldn‟t tell us for what. <Beat> 

Kiran? 

 

KIRAN: How much?  

 

AKAASH: Six lakhs over three years, six hundred thousand dollars. 

 

KIRAN: Why wasn‟t I told? 

 

AKAASH: Because we‟ve been giving it in piecemeal. It‟s not that much money if 

you think over two years.  

 

KIRAN: It is! This is inexcusable—why wasn‟t I told? What did you get for it? 

 

AKAASH: Kiran, like I said we needed to do it because our programs would have 

stopped. 

 

KIRAN: Don‟t bullshit me Akaash. The programs would have been fine as they are. 

What did you get? 

 

AKAASH: <Beat> It‟s not that significant bhai. We have bigger problems now. 

 

KIRAN: Bloody fool! You tell me now what the hell you got for it! 

 

AKAASH: Praveen and I both—were promised at least two lakhs each.  

 

KIRAN: You did this for two-hundred thousand dollars?  

 

AKAASH: That‟s a lot here bhai. 

 

KIRAN: You needed money? You ask me! Why did you do this? 

 

PRAVEEN: Please Mr. Deshpande, stay calm.  

 

KIRAN: Who is that? Is that Praveen? 

 

PRAVEEN: Yes sir.  

 

KIRAN: You don‟t tell me to stay calm you spineless shit.  

 

AKAASH: Kiran.  



 

KIRAN: Kiran nothing! Now, let me ask you this. You have no idea what this 

money is being used for? 

 

AKAASH: <PRAVEEN motions to AKAASH to keep it under wraps> All they said 

was that it would be for something constructive. 

 

KIRAN: And you just gave it to them. 

 

PRAVEEN: It didn‟t seem like we had a choice. 

 

KIRAN: There is always a choice! You didn‟t see it because your greedy noses 

smelt the money. <Beat> Here‟s what you‟re going to do. I want both of 

you to write letters of resignation stating your actions, address them to me 

and you are hereby relieved of your duties for Ashoka‟s Wheel. 

 

AKAASH: That won‟t be possible bhai. 

 

KIRAN: What?  

 

AKAASH: I‟m afraid at this point, it‟s our word against yours.  

 

KIRAN: You don‟t tell me how to…. 

 

AKAASH: Listen to me Kiran. I never wanted it to get this far. If I had known I  

was putting you in this situation I would have never agreed to what  

we did. Consequences Kiran, you understand don‟t you? Sometimes we do 

things that seem so small and insignificant. In my silence, I‟ve let you 

sleep comfortably. Kiran are you there? 

 

KIRAN: Yes.  

 

AKAASH: So you have two choices. You can either wake a sleeping lion or weather 

this storm with us.  

 

KIRAN: You‟ve come to Blackmail.  

 

AKAASH: You‟re giving me no choice Kiran. I have a family here, so does Praveen. 

If we just fold, there are other people who would suffer. So again, I‟m 

sorry it had to come to this but…you understand how it is.   

 

KIRAN: Yes.  

 

AKAASH: Don‟t do anything rash. Thanks to Praveen, there was a break-in to our 

offices and the books were destroyed. Right now, they couldn‟t audit us if 

they wanted to. 



 

KIRAN: That‟s only for now.  

 

AKAASH: If you act quickly, we can evade this. You see we need to stick together 

don‟t you? 

 

KIRAN: I…Yes. 

 

AKAASH: Good. 

 

KIRAN: I will never forgive you for this. You have cut me deeper than any wound 

and put my family in danger. I trusted you with my name, my purpose, 

and my work and you cheapened it and betrayed every fiber of what I‟ve 

built and for what? A lakh? You are a leech Akaash. It was my mistake to 

trust you two. Curse you for dragging me into this. <Unable to tolerate the 

caustic assault from KIRAN, AKAASH hangs up the phone as lights come 

down on AKAASH and PRAVEEN>. Hello? Bastards!  

 

<Realizing they hung up on him, KIRAN at the pinnacle of furious 

frustration, knocks down the phone and roars in anguish. Like a caged 

lion he frantically paces about the room for a few moments. A noticeable 

change occurs in his posture and demeanor as he becomes still, collects 

himself and sits back down. Blackout> 

 

 


